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THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROCLINA
CHAFEL HILL

The School of Medlcine
Department of Surgery

August 22, 1960

Congressman Carl Durham
House of Representatlves
g’?&shinmn, D. C.

Dear Congressman fnarhem:

Although it may be that others share the responsibllity of the situetion in
vhich Franclis Powers and the Unlted States now find themselves, following
the trials in Moscow concerning the U-2 plene, 1t still seems to me ve
ghould investigate vhether or not it is proper, as the newepaper says

this morning, for Mr. Powers to continue to receive thirty thoueand
dollmrs a year during his imprisomment. The neve went on to ssy thet Mr.
Powere feared that he would face prosecution on returning to this country,
but thet our coumtry hes assured him that he will not be tried. Is it
possible. that Mr, Powers had a gullby conaclience? Is it not possible

thet our soft sttitude will make it easy for others in our forelgn service
to defect to the Russlans? Is 1t that important for this country to compete
with the Russisns slong such lines of kindness toward this man? ut of
the difficulty, the Russisns obteined, relatively undameged, & plane

whoge design they had not previously had; and the pllot put out an awful
lot of infowmation, which I understand is not necessary under the inter-
national code. Doee this not make it easler for our fighters to become
equally soft and ready to sacrifice thelr country Tor their skin at

the moment? I am sure we have had greater herces in the past.

If I am being too rvash, then Just disregard these ideasj but 1f you have
2 moment, I'd like to hear your ideas on the subject, since I am sure
you know so much more of the details.

Sinecerely yours,

STAT

WpF: shw
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